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LIFE OP DANIEL WEBSTER.                         [Oa X.

tired of saying 'I,' 'me,' and (mine.' My dear sir, if the world cannot see
the merits of my illustrious works, why should I (or why should you)
trouhle ourselves to point them out ?"

Before leaving the Greek speech, it may "be well to say that
it was a common complaint among Mr. Webster's friends, at
that time, that he took, but little pains in the publication of his
speeches. On this occasion Kr. Hopkinson -wrote to him :

" You are generally too careless of yourself and your reputation; and,
content with doing a thing well, you haye too little solicitude about tho
proof of it to the world. Tour views of the character, object, and extent
of the Holy Alliance, have particularly attracted public attention for their
strength and novelty in many particulars. Develop yourself fully on thia
subject; it is of vast interest, and may be illustrated with great force by
their declarations and conduct for the last two years. It is, in one respect,
a misfortune for a man to obtain a high eminence of character; ho is re-
quired always to maintain it, and this calls for a constant vigilance and
effort, which are not always convenient. Besides, few have judgment to
know of what a subject is capable, and expect to see the same power dis-
played, whether an oak is to be uprooted, or a rose.plucked from its bush.
I agree with Mr. Randolph, in his surprise that you should find so much
to be well said on your resolution. It is only a mind of great resources,
with a genius creative and prolific, that could have connected it with so
much important and -interesting matter. Not one of your opponents has
met you fairly on your own ground. Some have treated the resolution
as an abstract declaration of war, and others have assumed that it would
certainly lead to war; and thus, mounted on a monster of their own crea-
tion, they have gone off at full speed, spreading devastation and terror in
their path. It is thus with men who must speak, and. can't argue. Of
this genus I have seen so many, especially in the great hall of Congress,
that I know them from the first jump they take."

Prompted "by this friendly advice, Mr. "Webster did .prepare
a suitable report of this speech, which is substantially the same
with that now contained in the third yolume of "his works. But
he pruned the actual speech a gooct deal when thds edition was
published, in 1851, and perhaps did it some injustice, as he was
apt to'do, from the severity with which he occasionally handled
his own productions.. A contemporaneous report, that appeared
in the National InteTMgencer, is somewhat more fall, although
it wants the animation of the first pronoun.1

\ This report is repeated in the Annals of Congress, Eighteenth Congress, firs*

session.